Vi. 


PROHIBITION 


& 


GtCi-3'' 

SUNDAY 


o  r 


TRAVELLING 


ON  THE 


PENNSYLVANIA  RAIL  ROAD. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

Merrihew  &;  Thompson,  Printers. 
No.  7  Cahteii’s  Allet. 


I 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 

This  project  is  made  possible  by  a  grant  from  the  Institute  of  Museum  and  Library  Services  as  administered  by  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Education  through  the  Office  of  Commonwealth  Libraries 


https://archive.org/details/prohibitionofsunOOunse 


PROHIBITION  OF  SUNDAY  TRAVELLING. 


By  the  recent  report  of  the  Managers,  it  appears  that  “  ar¬ 
rangements  have  been  made  for  the  discontinuance  of  all 
operations  on  the  road  upon  the  Sabbath, — and  the  Board 
cherish  the  hope  that  under  the  concurrent  action  of  other 
companies  and  the  State  authorities,  Pennsylvania  will  soon 
cease  to  be  the  northern  frontier  of  Sabbath  desecration.”  It 
thus  appears,  so  far  as  the  action  of  this  company  can  operate, 
there  will  be  no  locomotion  by  railroad  hereafter  in  this  State 
on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  whatever  the  sacrifice  to  those 
interested,  or  whatever  the  urgency,  for  reasons  public  or 
private,  for  travel  and  the  transmission  of  information  through 
the  community.  The  mails  of  the  United  States  shall  stop, 
the  commercial  aud  political  intelligence  of  the  country  shall 
be  arrested,  and  suffer  interruption  for  the  one-seventh  of  the 
week,  and  under  pretext  of  rest  for  recuperation,  every  seventh 
pulsation  of  the  nation  shall  be  intermitted.  Such  is  the  argu¬ 
ment  and  conclusion  of  the  Committee  on  which  the  Directors 
have  based  their  action.  Let  us  examine  the  power  and  the 
propriety  of  the  measure. 

The  founders  of  our  political  government,  let  it  never  be 
forgotten,  studiously  separated  the  unholy  combinations  of 
Church  and  State,  that  have  ever  existed  in  Europe  as  a  con¬ 
spiracy  against  the  liberties  of  the  people,  to  the  detriment  of 
the  happiness  of  mankind  and  the  preservation  of  true  religion. 
The  banded  political  and  religious  usurpations  have  ever  ex¬ 
erted  their  combined  strength  for  the  oppression  of  the  people 
ruled.  Our  wise  forefathers,  purified  by  the  ordeal  of  the 
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Revolution  and  the  principles  in  which  it  triumphed,  ordained 
for  themselves  and  posterity  a  purely  political  government. 
They  understood  the  requisition  of  the  true  spirit  of  Christian¬ 
ity,  promulgated  by  a  Founder  who  declared  that  His  King¬ 
dom  was  not  of  this  world,  and  thereby  declared  its  divine 
and  spiritual  character.  They  knew  well  that  religion  had 
never  allied  itself  with  the  powers  of  the  earth  but  to  suffer 
contamination,  and  to  be  used  by  the  latter  to  bind  fetters  upon 
men,  wholly  in  conflict  with  the  free  governments  to  be  esta¬ 
blished  for  the  American  people. 

Though  the  great  truth  adverted  to  may  have  sometimes 
been  forgotten  by  legislators  and  judges,  unschooled  in  the 
sufferings  and  aspirations  that  purified  the  breasts  of  our  revo¬ 
lutionary  ancestors,  or  the  individual  may  have  been  imbued 
by  the  prejudice  of  sect  to  a  degree  to  blind  him  to  his  duty 
to  mankind,  such  errors,  committed  in  the  exercise  of  an  ad¬ 
mitted  jurisdiction,  may  be  tolerated  with  a  forbearance  that 
cannot  reasonably  be  demanded  for  the  measure  now  in  ques¬ 
tion.  Our  Constitutions  declare  that  “  all  men  have  a  natural 
and  indefeasible  right  to  worship  Almighty  God,  according  to 
the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences.”  Yet  the  Jew  is  fined 
if  he  will  not  violate  his  religion  by  testifying  in  a  cause  on  his 
Sabbath,  (Dallas,  213;)  and  the  Jew  and  Seventh-Day  Bap¬ 
tist  are  punished  if  they  work  on  Sunday,  although  they  shall 
have  kept  their  own  Sabbath  holy;  3  S.  &  R.  48.  These 
inconsistencies  we  witness  with  regret  and  sorrow  for  the  in¬ 
firmity  of  our  common  nature,  but  they  are  the  erroneous  de¬ 
cisions  of  those  clothed  with  power,  and  their  correction  must 
be  left  for  the  more  enlightened  future. 

But  can  those  who  justly  estimate  the  most  sacred  of  human 
rights  stand  inexcusable  and  without  the  reproach  of  a  dere¬ 
liction  of  duty,  if  they  silently  witness  an  act  of  legislation  by 
a  private  corporation,  which  it  never  was  commissioned  to 
enact,  having  a  bearing  upon  many  thousands  annually  of  the 
citizens  of  our  country,  and  an  immense  portion  of  its  inter¬ 
change  of  trade  and  intelligence  ?  Have  they  not  a  right  to 
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say  to  this  corporation,  that  you  were  instituted  to  establish  a 
great  highway,  on  which  all  may  freely  travel  at  all  times,  be¬ 
tween  the  great  west  and  the  seaboard  of  the  east,  an  object 
of  incalculable  importance  socially,  commercially  and  politi¬ 
cally?  By  what  authority  then  do  you  intermit  one-seventh 
of  the  service  you  owe  to  the  people  individually  and  the 
public  generally  ?  You  are  a  private  corporation,  but  your 
objects  are  both  individual  and  national  in  purpose  and  in 
magnitude.  No  legislative  authority  is  delegated  to  you  to 
decide  that  the  contracted  consideration  of  your  charter  shall 
be  withheld  in  deference  to  the  views  of  a  portion  of  the 
people,  in  gratifying  whom  another  portion  is  put  to  inconve¬ 
nience  and  loss,  and  deprived  of  rights  guarantied  by  the  con¬ 
stitution  and  conferred  on  them  by  your  charter.  Because 
some  are  conscientiously  scrupulous  against  travelling  on 
Sunday,  and  whom  no  one  has  a  right  or  wish  to  compel  to 
travel  against  their  convictions,  have  these  a  right  to  insist 
that  others  who  have  no  such  convictions,  who  may  have  ob¬ 
served  with  the  utmost  strictness  their  own  Sabbath,  to  compel 
them  to  stay  at  home  when  they  have  occasion  to  go  away,  or 
to  stay  from  home  when  wishing  to  be  there,  no  matter  how 
urgent  the  necessity,  be  it  occasion  of  business,  or  of  sickness, 
or  of  death?  It  is  in  this  compulsion  that  the  injustice  and 
tryanny  is  felt,  and  felt  as  a  grievous  invasion  of  the  inherent 
right  of  the  citizen  of  free  locomotion  for  all  lawful  purposes  ; 
felt  yet  more  grievously  as  a  tyranny  upon  the  rights  of  con¬ 
science  and  individual  religious  conviction,  because  emanating 
from  the  different  religious  convictions  of  another  portion  who 
lay  hold,  not  on  the  political  power  of  the  Commonwealth,  but 
the  business  faculties  of  a  railroad  corporation,  to  obtain  this 
advantage  coercively  over  differently  professing  Christians,  or 
differently  professing  Jews,  for  all  stand  alike  before  our  Con¬ 
stitution.  This  is  indeed  a  step  beyond  the  alliance  of  Church 
and  State.  It  is  the  alliance  of  the  Church,  or  rather  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  Church,  with  a  creature  of  the  State,  to  pervert  it 
from  its  legitimate  functions  of  a  servant  to  the  public  for  trans- 

1* 


6 


portation,  into  an  engine  of  oppression  and  wrong.  ?  The  Con¬ 
stitution  declares  that  “no  human  authority  can,  in  any  case 
whatever,  control  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  conscience.” 
The  legislature  has  no  right  to  do  so ;  yet  this  private  corpo¬ 
ration,  the  creature  of  the  legislature,  dares  to  do  so.  It  or¬ 
dains,  in  pursuance  of  the  religious  opinions  of  a  majority  of 
the  directors,  that  those  who  entertain  different  religious  views 
shall  not  use  the  greatest  highway  of  the  commonwealth  on 
one  day  in  every  week,  and  thereby  enforce  a  conformity  in 
the  observance  of  that  day,  at  the  cost  of  sacrifices  to  be  made 
by  the  latter,  be  they  social,  religious,  or  business  purposes, 
for  which  they  would  travel,  or  receive  intelligence  by  the 
mails.  The  penalty  of  four  dollars ,  inflicted  for  laboring  on 
Sunday,  would  be  small  compared  with  what  the  prohibition 
in  question  often  involves;  yet  who  authorized  this  company 
to  impose  a  penalty  or  a  sacrifice  upon  the  people  ?  A  certain 
canal  company,  even  in  England,  attempted  by  a  chain  to 
stop  a  boat  from  travelling  on  Sunday,  and  this  company 
pleaded  the  act  against  laboring  on  that  day  as  their  justifica¬ 
tion.  But  the  court  plainly  told  the  company  that  they  had 
violated  the  law — that  it  was  for  the  legislature  only  to  enact 
prohibitions  and  to  impose  fines;  14  Meeson  &  Welsby,  76. 
It  is  virtually  chaining  this  road  to  refuse  the  locomotive,  for 
it  is  only  by  it  that  the  purpose  of  this  railroad  can  be  attained. 
Some  of  us  recollect  when  our  streets  were  chained  during 
church  service,  and  the  people  remonstrated  and  they  were 
removed  ;  and  it  would  be  wise  for  the  directors  of  this  com¬ 
pany  to  recollect,  that  there  will  be  less  toleration  of  the  usur¬ 
pations  of  corporations  than  of  churches — whom  all  revere 
when  their  powrers  are  exercised  within  their  proper  sphere. 

Most  strangely  do  the  advocates  of  this  prohibition  invert 
the  great  maxim  of  the  founder  of  our  Christian  Religion,  and 
the  most  perfect  rule  of  morals  ever  promulgated  to  man,  “  to 
do  unto  others  as  we  would  have  others  to  do  unto  us.”  It 
is  not  asked  that  they  should  violate  their  consciences  by  tra¬ 
velling,  but  if  they  would  do  unto  others  as  they  would  have 
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others  do  unto  them  under  the  like  circumstances,  they  would 
not  prohibit  those  who  have  no  scruples  on  the  subject,  or 
who  may  indeed  be  impelled  by  necessity,  health,  charity,  or 
purpose  of  divine  worship.  They  could  only  depart  from  this 
divine  rule  upon  the  supposition  that  by  the  denial  they  do 
God  service.  In  this  they  set  themselves  up  as  a  judge  be- 
tween  other  men  and  their  Maker,  and  in  this  they  again  vio¬ 
late  the  injunction  of  our  Saviour  and  the  constitutional  law  of 
our  land.  Indeed,  the  whole  error  of  this  proscriptive  course  is 
a  professed  adherence  to  the  Mosaic  law,  rather  than  to  the  newer 
dispensation  of  Christ;  that  law  that  the  persecuting  priesthood 
of  his  day  perpetually  accused  Him  of  violating,  whether  in 
the  plucking  of  the  corn  for  himself  and  disciples  to  eat — 
when  he  restored  the  withered  arm,  or  when  he  commanded 
the  impotent,  whom  he  had  miraculously  cured,  to  take  up  his 
bed  and  walk.  The  law  of  Moses  had  said,  “  whosoever 
doth  work  on  the  Sabbath  day  shall  surely  be  put  to  death.” 
“Ye  shall  kindle  no  fire  throughout  your  habitation  on  the 
Sabbath  day.”  Ex.  xxv:  2,  3.  And  under  that  law  the  man 
found  gathering  sticks  on  the  Sabbath  day  was  adjudged 
worthy  of  death,  and  was  stoned  to  death.  Num.  xv :  32,  &c. 
Now  it  is  rather  to  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  law.  and  of  the 
example  of  Christ,  than  that  of  the  Jewish  law.  that  our  law, 
and  the  practice  of  the  creature  and  servant  of  our  law,  should 
conform.  The  law  under  William  Penn  prohibited  legal  pro¬ 
cess  except  for  crimes,  and  forbid  drinking  and  tippling  at 
taverns  on  Sunday,  but  did  not  prohibit  labor  or  travel;  and 
the  act  of  1794,  which  prohibits  labor,  signally  departs  from 
the  Mosaic  law,  in  authorizing  the  dressing  of  victuals,  (it  is 
presumed  with  fire,)  and  it  is  provided  that  it  shall  not  pro¬ 
hibit  ferrymen  from  carrying  over  the  water  travellers ,  or  per¬ 
sons  removing ,  on  that  day  ;  so  travelling  was  not  proscribed, 
as  has  been  decided,  5  S.  &  R.  299,  nor  the  labor  of  men  to 
help  the  travellers  along.  The  idea,  therefore,  of  the  engine- 
conductor  and  attendants  on  the  locomotive  and  passenger  car 
laboring  in  violation  of  law,  is  unfounded.  It  is  but  a  pretext, 
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and  as  unfounded  in  a  real  or  just  sympathy  with  the  laboring 
man  as  it  is  in  law.  No  man  in  this  state  works  any  day  ex¬ 
cept  by  voluntary  contract ;  and  if  he  does  not  like  to  work 
on  Sunday  occasionally  as  necessary  to  make  the  passage 
through,  he  can  find  other  employment,  or  a  substitute,  or  the 
company  can  find  a  substitute  for  him.  And  as  to  the  neces¬ 
sity  of  rest  on  that  day  to  renew  his  strength,  that  physical 
result  would  be  as  well  obtained  by  rest  on  another  day,  and 
a  sufficient  number  should  be  employed  for  so  important  an 
object  as  this  company  is  to  accomplish,  to  give  all  the  needful 
rest.  In  such  an  employment,  moving  night  and  day,  the 
intervals  of  rest  must  be  very  different  from  the  recurring 
seventh  day  or  the  Sabbath  that  gives  repose  to  man  and  beast 
in  other  employments.  And  this  travel  of  the  locomotive  is 
that  of  all  others  which  least  demands  the  period  of  rest  for 
renewal  of  strength ;  for  the  iron  horse  never  tires,  and  at  a 
heat  he  may  run  his  course  from  the  Ohio  to  the  Delaware, 
with  his  train  and  hundreds  of  passengers.  It  is  the  greatest 
of  results  with  the  least  tax  upon  human  labor,  and  therefore 
the  least  objectionable  on  the  score  of  deprivation  of  human 
rest  or  of  opportunity  for  divine  worship,  and  need  be  but  in 
the  proportion  of  a  few  men  for  a  hundred  transported  over 
three  hundred  miles,  and  therefore  not  over  the  hundredth 
proportion  of  the  sacrifice  made  by  the  coachman  and  footmen 
of  the  Bishop  of  London,  who  man  his  coach  while  he  per¬ 
forms  the  church  service  to  the  edification  of  others.  But 
our  practice,  if  this  company  can  legislate  for  us,  is  to  be  the 
reverse  of  that  pursued  in  England,  where  the  Episcopal 
hierarchy  is  part  of  the  government,  for  there  the  railroad  lines 
run,  and  are  required  to  run,  on  Sunday,  and  do  run  at  cheaper 
rates  than  other  days  of  the  week,  to  induce  travelling.  This 
is  as  it  should  be  here — that  the  laboring  classes,  who  cannot 
travel  on  other  days,  may  with  thankful  hearts  enjoy  the  ver¬ 
dure  of  the  country  and  the  pure  breezes  of  heaven  at  least 
one  day  in  the  week. 

The  movement  now  censured  has  been  otherwise  most 


9 


unfortunate  and  inopportune.  It  has  alienated  many  friends 
at  a  moment  when  the  aid  of  all  was  essential,  and  no  one 
could  be  spared,  without  endangering  delay  in  the  completion 
of  the  great  work,  while  our  rivals  on  either  hand  are  pressing 
forward  for  the  prize.  Many  had  subscribed  in  the  faith  that 
the  business  and  travel  of  the  rail  road  would  be  conducted 
in  accordance  with  the  practice  on  the  state  rail  roads,  of 
which  the  Pennsylvania  rail  road  is  but  a  connecting  link. 
This  company  so  expected,  in  making  its  contract  with  the 
Harrisburg  rail  road  company  during  the  last  year,  under 
which  it  now  inconsistently  does  carry  passengers  on  Sunday. 
The  consequence  of  the  course  pursued  must,  therefore, 
necessarily  disappoint  generous  friends,  and  induce  suspicion 
of  hypocrisy  of  profession. 

But  it  is  not  the  stockholders  alone  who  are  alienated  in 
disgust,  but  the  citizens — the  tax  payers  of  Philadel  phia,  who 
have  in  the  question  a  deep  stake.  The  city  has  borrowed 
millions  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Pennsylvania  rail 
road,  and  has  in  lieu  of  the  money,  the  depreciated  stock  of 
the  company.  The  interest  of  these  loans  must  be  met 
by  taxation.  Linked,  then,  as  this  company  is,  with  the 
finances  of  the  city,  and  demanding  for  its  support  the  exercise 
of  that  power  of  which  the  people  are  ever  most  jealous,  it 
was  most  impolitic  and  unwise,  to  listen  to  a  suggestion  that 
has  infused  a  measure  of  church  influence  into  its  counsels, 
that  in  its  consequences  must  add  to  the  rate  of  our  taxation : 
for  whatever  falling  off  there  may  be  to  the  city  for  dividends 
on  her  stocks,  so  much  more  she  must  raise  out  of  the  pockets 
of  the  people  by  taxation.  Therefore,  all  will  be  made  to 
pay  more  taxes  that  a  portion  may  be  gratified  in  their 
purpose  to  prevent  others  from  travelling  on  a  Sunday.  The 
interest  of  the  city  debt  incurred  for  the  company,  runs 
equally  on  that  day  with  other  days,  but  nothing  must  be 
done  on  that  day  to  meet  its  accruing  liability,  though  it  be 
the  passage  money  of  the  people  of  the  west  and  south-west, 
who  have  no  scruples  in  travelling  on  that  day,  and  will 
inevitably  veer  to  the  north  or  south  and  take  the  rival  lines  to 
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rival  cities,  and  thus  the  purpose  of  the  road  to  bring  customers, 
will,  in  so  far,  be  defeated  ;  and  it  may  be  safely  inferred, 
that  the  loss  thus  sustained  and  increased  profits  given  to 
these  rivals,  will  enable  them  yet  further  to  reduce  their  fare, 
and  visit  on  us  the  sacrifice  of  a  reasonable  profit  on  our  road. 
It  is  stated  that  there  will  be  a  stoppage  during  the  day  at 
Hollidaysburg,  until  the  whole  line  be  completed,  and  that 
afterwards  there  will  be  none,  which  therefore  will  be  attended 
with  no  inconvenience.  The  obvious  answer  to  this  is,  that 
the  only  difference  will  be  between  the  loss  of  a  day  at 
Pittsburg  and  at  Hollidaysburg,  and  to  avoid  either,  the 
traveller  will  deflect  from  our  line  before  he  comes  to  Pitts¬ 
burg,  and  go  to  Baltimore  by  Wheeling,  or  New  York  by 
Erie  or  Buffalo. 

This  loss  in  all  its  consequences  may  be  estimated  as  an 
equivalent  to  the  interest  of  the  capital  stock,  or  a  fair  profit, 
for  it  is  a  sacrifice  of  a  seventh  of  the  income  of  the  travel, 
while  the  expenses  of  the  road  in  interest,  wages,  &c.,  will 
remain  very  nearly  the  same.  The  diminished  travelling  upon 
the  State  works  will  also  produce  a  corresponding  loss  to  the 
Commonwealth. 

Then  the  reproach  of  avarice  is  cast  against  those  who 
would  question  this  dereliction  of  duty  and  betrayal  of  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  a  public  trust.  No  one  desires  the  company  should 
act  on  the  feeling  of  avarice,  or  encroach  upon  the  rights  of 
any  one.  It  is  avaricious  and  short-sighted  to  overtask  the 
energies  of  any  one  ;  but  it  would  be  wisdom  to  employ 
hands  enough  to  give  the  full  proportion  of  rest  required  by 
nature,  and  the  company  be  ten  fold,  nay,  an  hundred  fold, 
the  gainer;  for  what  is  the  price  of  a  few  hands  and  a  little 
fuel,  to  run  a  few  engines,  compared  with  the  interest  of  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  and  the  natural  rust  and  decay  of  the  road, 
progressive  alike  in  all  days  of  the  week  ? 

We  must  not  overlook,  however,  the  compliment  paid  to 
the  future  customers  of  this  road,  the  Sabbath-desecrating 
people  of  the  west  and  south,  of  whom  we  are  no  longer  to  be 
the  “  northern  frontier,”  if  this  company  can  induce  a  concur- 
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rent  action  between  itself  and  other  companies  and  the  state 
authorities.  We  are  to  abandon  the  old  Quaker  habits  and 
policy  of  William  Penn  and  his  descendants,  as  unenlightened 
heresy,  whose  daily  preaching  and  practice  ever  was  to  keep 
all  days  holy,  and  to  do  all  actions  as  under  the  immediate 
eye  of  a  superintending  Providence  ;  we  are  to  abandon  the 
tolerant  preaching  of  the  apostle  Paul,  who  said— “  One  man 
esteemeth  one  day  above  another — another  esteemeth  every 
day  alike ;  let  every  man  be  fully  persuaded  in  his  own 
mind,”  Rom.  xiv.  5 ;  we  are  to  become  linked  in  policy  and 
practice  with  New  England;  we  are  to  reform  and  do  better, 
and  be  worthy  to  come  under  the  remnants  of  the  Blue  Laws 
of  Connecticut  that  may  be  in  force  there.  But  the  directors 
seem  to  forget  that  New  England  has  made  a  large  progress 
towards  what  has  ever  before  been  regarded  as  the  enlightened 
policy  of  Pennsylvania,  when  far  in  advance  of  the  rest  of  the 
world.  In  the  time  of  the  Presidency  of  General  Jackson, 
the  people  of  New  Haven  made  a  long  and  stout  resistance 
to  running  a  steamboat  there  on  Sunday  with  the  United 
States  mail ;  their  scruples  nevertheless  gave  way  somehow 
before  an  increased  offer  of  ten  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ; 
and  it  is  believed,  under  better  influence,  they  have  since  be¬ 
come  more  enlightened  and  liberal,  and  that  cars  do  run 
every  Sunday  through  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  Let 
this  company  take  care,  therefore,  lest  they  retrograde,  and 
act  in  unison  with  neither  the  north  nor  the  south.  Above 
all,  let  the  people  look  to  it  that  it  shall  not  exert  an  influence 
to  control  “other  companies  and  the  state  authorities”  into 
the  adoption  of  any  sectarian  measures,  and  that  it  keep  itself 
within  the  strict  line  of  its  duty,  as  an  humble  servant  to 
transport  with  dispatch  and  safety  all  goods  and  passengers, 
and  not  presume  to  assume  a  legislative  authority  or  a 
patronizing  influence,  not  in  accordance  with  the  genius  of 
our  institutions,  nor  the  will  of  the  people.  Let  not  men 
clothed  with  a  brief  authority  for  special  objects,  forget  their 
proper  functions,  but  devote  their  care  and  influence  solely  to 
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the  business  purposes  for  which  their  company  was  incorpo¬ 
rated.  Our  short  history  is  full  of  warning  against  such 
assumptions  of  power,  and  a  signal  retribution  has  ever 
awaited  them.  Above  all,  let  this  company  not  presume  to 
dictate  to  the  consciences  of  men,  to  intermeddle  with  the 
rights  of  freemen,  yet  less  with  those  which  pertain  to  the 
worship  of  the  Creator.  True  religion  and  pure,  void  of 
hypocrisy  and  offence,  will  never  be  advanced  by  legal  or 
hierarchical  restraints,  but  only  by  the  law  of  love,  persuasion 
and  conviction.  By  the  law  of  our  nature  force  will  beget 
force  ;  action,  reaction.  By  force  or  coercion,  Christianity  was 
never  promoted ;  and  Jesus  stayed  the  sword  that  would 
have  avenged  him.  The  Almighty  fiat  could  have  struck 
instantaneous  conviction  in  the  minds  of  all  mankind ;  yet 
did  our  Saviour  mourn  over  the  obdurate  people  of  Jerusalem, 
whom  he  would  have  gathered  under  the  wings  of  his  love, 
but  they  would  not,  and  was  crucified  by  them ;  and  his 
Holy  Spirit  has  since  striven  with  man  for  nearly  two  thou¬ 
sand  years.  The  work  of  God  is  to  be  accomplished  only  in 
the  way  Divinely  appointed — by  the  persuasions  of  Divine 
goodness — by  the  whisperings  of  the  still  small  voice  to  the 
consciences  of  men,  or  in  the  terrible  compunctions  of  re¬ 
morse;  and  it  is  not  permitted  to  man  presumptuously  to  appeal 
in  matters  of  religion  and  conscience  to  a  forbidden  compulsion. 

PENN. 

Note. — It  is  understood  that  the  question  here  discussed  will  be 
decided  at  a  meeting  of  the  Stockholders,  to  be  held  on  the  evening  of 
the  llth  of  March. 


